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GUPTILL, Arthur L., 
Gorjaam, Maine, 1891 -
Hft? 7, 1936 -
Arthur L. Gupfcill 
c/o Reinhold Publishing Corp. 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
Recently we discovered that we in Maine 
have a native State's claim of pride upon you 
and your work. We regret that we have no 
biographical information about you on file, 
aitd we hope you will be so kind as to remedy 
this lack. 
Some years ago the library started what 
is now known as the Maine Author Collection, 
comprising several hundred volumes by Maine 
people, most of them inscribed presentation 
copies. These books increase in value *md 
interest and form a fascinating array of 
Maine's contribution to literature. 
We are delighted to add COLOR IN SKETCHING 
AND RENDERING and DRAWING WITH PEN AND INK, 
which we consider exceptional books. Certainly 
they must be invaluable to a student of artI 
We hope in time that we may add SKETCHING 
AND RENDERING IN PENCIL, or possibly you may wish 
to contribute this volume. We would li&e to 
send the two which we now have to you for inscrip­
tions, if you would be kind enough to add this 
distinctive touch to the books, but we will wait 
to hear from you before sending them* 
We assure you we are very glad to add another 
name to our list of Maine authors and hope that 
you will be interested in the Maine Author Col­
lection. Please accept a cordial invitation to 
visit the library and collection when you are again 
in Maine. 
Very truly yours 
Maine State Library 
hm Secretary 
AXjGuptill ART AND ADVERTISING SERVICE 
lllu^ii-oiion^ • DoSigfnS • Layouts •Copy* Ideas • Cartoon# • Rhyme*i- Eio 
• 330 W6ST -42nd ST(L£€T, n £W VOR.K, n. V 
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Miss Hilda McLeod Secretary 
Maine State Library 
Augusta Maine 
Dear Miss McLeod: 
Thank you for your letter of May 7. It is true that I was 
a native of Maine; in fact I still go there every summer, 
teaching at the BQOTHBAY Studios, Boothbay Harbor, Maine. 
As you doubtless know several Augusta students were there 
last year. 
As to my "biographical information, I was born at Gorham, 
Maine, 1891 - graduated from Gorham High School -
studied architecture at Pratt Institute and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology - practised architecture from 
1916^.to .1932 - now divide my time between advertising, 
oolumn work, writing, teaching, etc. - author of 
SKETCHING AND RENDERING IN PENCIL, DRAWING WITH PEN AND 
INK and COLOR IN SKETCHING AND RENDERING, FREE HAND 
DRAWING SELF-TAUGHT, SKETCHING AS A HOBBY, etc. -
conduct GUPTILL'S CORNER in PENCIL POINTS, an architectural 
publication. 
If you think that inscriptions in the two volumes which 
you have would be worth the trouble it would take to send 
them to me they are yours for the asking. When I return 
them I will be glad to send with them a copy of SKETCHING 
AND RENDERING IN PENCIL. 
Thank you for your invitation to visit the Library. Perhaps 
some day I shall drop in and see the collection. 
CordiaMy Your; 
A L GUPTILL 
K f 
May 16, 1936 
Arthur L. Guptill 
330 West 42nd Street 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
Thank you for your letter, containing 
the biographical information and kind offer 
of SKETCHING AND RENDERING IN PENCIL. Indeed 
we do consider the inscription worth the 
slight trouble of mailing the books to you, 
and we are doing so at once. We appreciate 
your interest and generOTSS contribution of 
time; and we look forward to your visit with 
pleasurable anticipation. 
Very truly yours 
Maine State Library 
hm Secretary 
Enc: 
Return label 
and postage. 
ART AND ADVERTISING SERVICE 
Illusti-aiions . DeSig-nS . Layouts •Copy - Ideas • CbrioonS • Rhymes, tic* 
• 330 W€ST -42 nd STFL66T, n £W VOR.K, n. V 
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Miss Hilda McLeod Secretary 
Maine State Library 
Augusta Maine 
Bear Miss McLeod: 
I have received and inscribed the books 
which you sent and am returning them to­
day accompanied by the promised copy of 
SKETCHING AMD EEHDERIBG IN PENCIL. 
Am afraid the life history which I wrote 
in these books is a little too much. As 
I read the inscriptions this morning I 
was sorry I was so verbose. 
Thanking you again 
this way, I am 
for honoring me in 
A L G-uptill 
K W 
May 21, 1936 
Arthur L. Guptill 
530 West 42nd Street 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
Your books have reached the library, 
and our proud delight in them and their 
distinctive inscriptions is limited only 
by lack of space and appropriate words. 
We are indeed grateful to you for the 
time, the generosity, the interest, and 
particularly the unusual quality of your 
inscriptions. To have a sketch by the 
author in SKETCHING AND RENDERING affords 
this gift an uncommon value and interest. 
Please do not feel that you have 
been "verbose'.' Your kindness is truly 
appreciated, and you may be sure that 
your enthusiasm for your home state is 
reciprocated. Maine may well be proud 
of such a devoted son, a d the State 
Library shares this pride in that it is 
privileged to include your books in the 
Maine Author Collection. 
Very truly yours 
Maine State Library 
hm Secretary 
May 21, 1936 
Arthur L. Guptill 
330 West 42nd Street 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Guptill; 
At last we have your three books with 
three inscriptions, and they make us rich 
beyond the dreams — well, I guess just 
leave it at dreams, and go no further! In 
any case, they enrich our collection of Maine 
authors, and what shall I say of the inscription 
in SKETCHING- AND RENDERING IN PENCIL, with its 
lovely little drawing and the just-as-lovely 
inscriptioni Man, I am sending you my thanks. 
I wish I could say that I knew enough 
to say I appreciate all the pages, but my 
appreciation is limited only by my knowledge and 
ability to read what you have written and see 
what you have sketched. 
I certainly hope you will find your way 
to the Maine State Library when you come to 
Maine this summer. 
Some day we hope to have a new library 
building, and when that day with its building 
arrives, we hope to have a special room for 
the Maine Author Collection, and in that room 
we hope to have a specimen of your drawing on 
the wall. 
I hope that you will have a chance to 
look over the new bridge crossing the Penobscot 
River at Bucksport. It seems to toe that it 
would be a subject for a very fine drawing, 
especially from the Bucksport side. 
Please accept the thanks of the State Library, 
and so far as I am able to represent the people of 
Maine, their thanks also for your generous con­
tribution to the Maine Author Collection. 
HEB •% Very truly yours 
State Librarian 
A ft 1 r J I N S T R U C T I O N  r ^ 
P u b l i s h e d  M o n t h l y  b y  Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 3 3 0  W e s t  4 2 n d  S t . ,  N e w  Y o r k  
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ERNEST W. WATSON pr.. 
ARTHUR L.  GUPTILL GUlWl'S 
April 10th, 1937 
Miss Hilda McLeod, Secretary 
Maine State Library-
Augusta 
Maine 
Dear Miss McLeod: 
This is to call attention to our new 
magazine, ART INSTRUCTION, which is described in the 
enclosed circular. You will note, also, that we are 
starting a library of small books, two of which are now 
ready for distribution. One of these is by E. W. Watson 
and the other by muself. See circular. 
Very truly jyours, 
Vice-President 
WATSON-GUPTILL PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
INSTRUCTION 
Drawing 
tr«& 
• m  
Painting 
Illustration 
•m 
T h i s  i s  a  f a c s i m i l e  o f  t h e  c o v e r  o f  A R T  I N S T R U C T I O N  
A R T  I N S T R U C T I O N  
For five years, good friends, Ernest W. Watson and Arthur L. Guptill have been lay­
ing plans for this new and different Art Magazine. Now it is ready. It will be gener­
ously filled each month with practical and authoritative how-to-do-it instruction, 
clearly presented and amply illustrated. 
Particularly will the needs of the art student, whether in high school, art school or 
college, be kept in mind. ART INSTRUCTION will answer his questions, inspire 
him with its beauty and diversity of well-balanced content, and guide him in the 
growth of his creative ability. , $ 
The artist, too, will find his requirements constantly met, as a glance at the follow­
ing page indicates. We believe he will especially like the selling suggestions, pointers 
on photo engraving, tricks from the studios, and information on new trends, mate­
rials and methods of working. 
The amateur will enjoy being in the company of professionals: he is certain, also, 
to find much which bears directly oil his needs. He will approve of the straightfor­
ward, simple language which will be used throughout, for it is the editors' purpose 
to treat all matters so clearly as to leave no doubts as to meaning. 
The layman, whether or not he wishes to try his hand at creative efforts, will add to 
his cultural background and amplify his capacity for enjoyment as he learns some­
thing of the processes of thinking and doing which lie behind finished works of art. 
He will relish the glimpses into artists' studios, where he will see the painter set his 
palette, the etcher pull a print, and the advertising artist design a package. He will 
enjoy the revelation of a hundred and one "tricks of the trade." 
Obviously ART INSTRUCTION will be equally valuable to the teacher, aiding him 
especially to direct the progress of such students as are interested in representation 
or design. Articles by leading educators will discuss many matters essential to his 
work, including means of bringing it up to date and better integrating it with the 
general curriculum. In an early issue it is planned to announce a valuable special 
service to the teacher. 
Through the pages of ART INSTRUCTION you can acquire 
facility in self-expression in the fine and applied arts and 
be in touch with professional practices and modern trends. 
Every issue a fascinating textbook of permanent value. 
PICTORIAL ART 
Principles of composition, theory and practice 
of color, problems of the painter and illustra­
tor, outdoor sketching, anatomy and the human 
figure, animal drawing, etc., discussed by lead­
ing professional artists and educators. 
ADVERTISING ART 
Lettering, layout, posters, direct mail publicity, 
circulars, booklets, displays, photography—the 
thousand and one phases of art in advertising. 
Articles by advertising artists and other experts. 
Shop talk about advertising campaigns. 
SELLING YOUR WORK 
It's one thing to be able to produce fine work; 
it's another to be able to sell it. There is a right 
way and a wrong way—a "technic" in selling. 
Interviews with buyers of art will bring the 
student in touch with the art market and sug­
gest how he can dispose of his product. 
TECHNICS 
Consideration of artists' materials, including 
papers, canvas and colors. How to get a wide 
variety of effects with brush, pen, pencil and 
the other tools regularly employed by artists. 
And especially technical tricks, novel methods, 
and short cuts in constant use by professionals. 
DESIGN 
Design and the Decorative Arts have trans­
formed our modern environment and given a 
fresh impetus to the study of form, pattern and 
color. Basic principles and practical applica­
tions will be discussed by prominent designers. 
GRAPHIC ARTS 
Wood engraving, linoleum engraving, lithog­
raphy, etching and other processes of making 
prints from personally prepared plates will be 
demonstrated from time to time. Prints by well-
known artists will also be reproduced. 
PHOTO ENGRAVING 
How many know the meaning of line engraving, 
zinc etching, high-light halftone, silhouette, 
Ben Day, screen, and other terms of the photo 
engraver? Demonstrations of the typical proc­
esses will be of practical help to the artist in 
the preparation of his work for reproduction. 
PRACTICE MATERIAL 
An important feature of ART INSTRUCTION 
will be a wealth of pictorial scrap for the stu­
dent's reference when applying the instruction 
in the articles. Thus he will not only learn "how 
to do it;" he will have subject matter suitable 
for carrying out his projects on paper. 
U/ Ll/cChc^  
Ernest W. Watson needs no introduction to art- / Er .  t 
minded people. 
As an artist, his reputation is international. 
Particularly is he known in the field of prints, 
in which he has received important awards, and 
for his inimitable pencil drawings, including 
his famous "Eldorado Page." Yet his versatility 
knows no bounds, and his prolific illustrations 
in all media grace many a book and magazine. 
As an educator, he is equally eminent. During 
a period of over two decades he served with 
remarkable success in such schools as Pratt 
Institute and the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and 
Sciences. With Raymond P. Ensign he founded 
and for many years directed the Berkshire Sum­
mer School of Art. His theories and practices 
are sound and progressive. 
Broad, too, has been his writing and editorial 
experience. The popularity of his books (Lino­
leum Block Printing and Making Prints) and 
other writings attests to his power to inspire 
and teach by means of the written word. 
He comes to ART INSTRUCTION from 
Scholastic, on which he has efficiently served 
for some years as art editor. 
Unusually broad have been Mr. Guptill's past 
activities. Trained both in art and architecture, 
for years he practiced the latter profession, 
specializing in design with emphasis on inte­
riors, furniture, and decorative detail. More 
recently he has headed his own art and adver­
tising service, producing layouts, copy and 
illustrations for innumerable advertisements, 
including many of artists' materials. 
Simultaneously, he has conducted his instruc­
tive and entertaining "Guptill's Corner" in 
Pencil Points, with its popular sketching con­
tests ; taught in various schools, including Pratt 
Institute, the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and 
Sciences, and the Boothbay Studios; operated 
classes of his own (some of them in conjunc­
tion with Mr. Watson), and written extensively 
on art and allied subjects. 
His volumes Color in Sketching and Rendering, 
Drawing with Pen and Ink, Freehand Drawih 
Self-taught, Sketching and Rendering in Pencil, 
jmchShetching as a Hobby, together with vari­
ous instructive booklets and portfolios, have 
met with an enviable reception the world over. 
R A L P H  R E I N H O L D ,  P R E S I D E N T  
Ralph Reinhold is perhaps best known to artists as 
the founder and publisher of Pencil Points. This 
architectural magazine has long been received with 
favor by the artist, not only because it has empha­
sized the fact that in architecture the artist plays 
an essential part, but also because it has reproduced 
innumerable splendid water colors, etchings, litho­
graphs, sketches and the like. 
While the Reinhold Publishing Corporation, which 
Mr. Reinhold heads, confines its extensive activities 
mainly to the fields of architecture, chemistry and 
metallurgy, nevertheless it has produced a number 
of books of prime interest to art-minded people. 
Among these are several of the Guptill volumes. 
Mr. Reinhold has for many years been interested in 
art education, and assumes the presidency of the 
Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc., with the earnest 
desire to become more closely and actively associ­
ated with this important field. 
~JhctrtduaM.^ -
a, Tvius-{Zitt 
© 
Watson-Quptill Publications Inc. 
3 3 0  W E S T  4 2 n d  S T R E E T  -  N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y  
Dsar Reader: 
At 8 o'clock, on a day early in April, a big 
truck is scheduled to back up to our shipping rocm 
door and begin delivery to the post office of the 
first copies of ART INSTRUCTION. 
We know you will want your copy to be on that 
truck, for once you learn from the accompanying 
descriptions what wonderful treasures our editors 
baga.Jba.eo- planning you won't willingly miss a 
single issue. 
In order to avoid disappointment you should 
SUBSCRIBE NOW. There is going to be a great demand 
for this exciting new magazine. The ear]y copies 
are certain to be exhausted soon. They will have 
installments of continued "how-to-do-it" articles 
too valuable to risk losing by delay in subscribing. 
Furthermore, by subscribing at once you will 
help us to produce the biggest and best magazine 
possible. The larger the circulation the lower the 
operating costs. That means we can give you more 
and richer material for our very low subscription 
price. 
CHARTER SUBSCRIPTIONS. To encourage you to act 
promptly we have decided to offer, for a limited 
period, Charter Subscriptions at the reduced rate 
of $2.50 a year (the regular rate is $3.00). So 
help yourself, help us, and help all art-minded 
people (for we are confident that ART INSTRUCTION 
is bound to become powerful and vital) by sending 
your order NOW on the convenient form below. 
We earnestly hope that you will be one of 
our early Charter Subscribers. 
Cordially yours, 
' 
1 
^ • 
Ralph Reinhold, President 
SPECIAL CHARTER SUBSCRIPTION OEEER 
WATSON-GUPTILL PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
330 WEST 42ND STREET, NEW YORK 
Please fill my order as follows:— 
~| Charter Subscriber Please bill 
— me on publication of first issue $3.00* 
1 1 Charter Subscriber 
—' Remittance enclosed $2.50* 
~| Charter Subscriber for 2 years 
— Remittance enclosed $5.00* 
*These rates apply in the U. S. A., U. S. 
Possessions, Cuba, Mexico and Canada. For­
eign subscribers add $1.00 a year for 
postage. 
PENCIL DRAWING 
By Ernest W. Watson $1.50 ^ 
PEN DRAWING 
By Arthur L. Guptill $1.50 ^ 
SEE BACK OF THIS CIRCULAR FOR 
DESCRIPTION OF THE ABOVE BOOKS. 
ANY WATSON-GUPTILL BOOK CAN 
BE RETURNED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS 
NAME POSITION 
STREET 
CITY AND STATE 
Illl 
Ill 
T H E  
A R T  I N S T R U C T I O N  
L I B R A R Y  
The publishers of ART INSTRUCTION are convinced that there is a real 
need for inexpensive, authoritative books dealing with drawing, painting, 
etc. To inaugurate a library of such publications, they have prepared the 
two volumes here described. These will be ready for early distribution. 
• 
B y  ERNEST W. WATSON 
Only superlatives could adequately describe this little 
book, in which one of America's foremost pencil artists, 
who also chances to be an outstanding teacher of pencil 
drawing, has been able almost miraculously to condense 
the main essentials of the subject into a single, small 
volume selling at a modest price. 
1 f 
As one turns the pages he is amazed at the wealth of 
content. The author discusses such practical matters as 
how to select papers, what pencils to choose, and how 
to bold and use them. He demonstrates a dozen differ­
ent technics, revealing frankly the secrets behind them. 
His varied subject matter, for the most part simple, is 
an inspiration to the reader. 
In short, the volume contains a surprising wealth of 
pertinent material, arranged for rapid perusal and di­
rect adaptation. While designed primarily for the be­
ginner, it nevertheless offers much of interest to the 
more advanced student. The sketches themselves are 
well worth the price of the whole. 
64 pages, 53^x83*;, fully illustrated. Sewed binding. 
Very heavy coated cover. Postpaid, $1.50 
PfM/ O r^auvrvQ 
B y  ARTHUR L. GUPTILL 
Ever since the author brought out his exhaustive vol­
ume Drawing with Pen and Ink, he has been urged re­
peatedly to produce an inexpensive book covering at 
least the rudiments of pen delineation. The present vol­
ume is the result. It offers in orderly and attractive 
form a gallery of comparative examples. Each is ade­
quately explained. 
The step-by-step descriptions lead the reader from a con­
sideration of the necessary materials through exercises 
designed to acquaint him with their use, until soon he 
is experimenting naturally and enjoyably with all sorts 
of subjects treated in a variety of ways. He is thus led 
gradually to the development of an individual style. 
The illustrations include still life, trees, landscapes, 
buildings, animals, figures, etc. These are handled in 
outline, outline and black, outline with gray and black, 
solid silhouette, reversed silhouette, woodcut techniques, 
etc., in addition to the more common types of treatment. 
64 pages, 53^x83^, fully illustrated. Sewed binding. 
Very heavy coated cover. Postpaid, $1.50 
CANY WATSON - GUPTILL BOOK CAN T1 BE RETURNED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS Jf ^ 
WATSON-GUPTILL PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
330 West 42nd Street ..... New York, N. Y. 
April 21, 1937 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
Vice-President 
Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 
350 West 42nd Street 
New York City 
Deer Mr. Guptill: 
We were very much interested in the 
circular describing your new magazine, 
ART INSTRUCTION. This will certainly 
meet a definite need of many art students, 
and also those who are interested, although 
not proficient, in such matters. 
Due to rigid curtailments of our next 
two years1 budget by the legislature, we 
have found it necessary to cancel some 
subscriptions which we have previously 
considered indispensable. We therefore 
cannot at the present subscribe to ART 
INSTRUCTION, but we wish it gfceat success. 
We find that we lack three of your 
books, including the most recent one, in 
the Maine Author Collection: FREEHAND DRAWING 
SELF-TAUGHT, SKETCHING AS A HOBBY, and PEN 
DRAWING. Would you be so kind as to inscribe 
these books for the Collection, and send 
them to us, with the bill. We do want to 
keep the representation of your work as 
complete as possible. 
Very truly yours 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
BY 
hn SECRETARY 
© 
'Watson-Quptill Publications Inc. 
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May 4, 1937 
Miss Hilda McLeod 
Maine State Library 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Miss McLeod: 
Thank you for your letter of April twenty-first. 
Naturally, we regret that it is not practical 
for the Maine State Library to subscribe to ART 
INSTRUCTION at the present time but we understand 
all too well the limitations of budgets. 
I shall see to it that the three volumes,which you 
mention, are autographed and forwarded to you at an 
early date. 
Very truly yours, 
Editor 
WATSON-GUPTILL PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
ALGtEB 
v 
—  A  M O N T H L Y  M A G A Z I N E  O F  P R A C T I C A L  I N S T R U C T I O N  F O R  A R T I S T S  A N D  S T U D E N T S  
May 12, 1937 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill, Editor 
Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 
330 West 42nd Street 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
The three books, FREEHAND DRAWING 
SELF-TAUGHT, SKETCHING AS A HOBBY, and 
PEN DRAWING, have been received. 
There are no words to convey our 
appreciation of the lovely drawings, 
not only in the body of the books, but 
as an inscription for the Maine Author 
Collection. These sketches are 
delightful — so very like Maine! 
It is with very great pride that 
we add these fascinating volumes to 
the Maine Author Collection. 
We are approving the bills for 
the books at once, and they will go 
forward to the State Treasurer for 
payment shortly. 
Very truly yours 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
BY 
111 SECRETARY 
September 20, 1946 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 
330 West 42nd Street 
New York 18, New York 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
As soon as we saw the announcement of NORMAN ROCKWELL, 
ILLUSTRATOR, we placed it on our order list; and we look 
forward with keen anticipation to its publication. 
The copies of your earlier books which are in the 
lending section of the library are constantly in use, 
proving again and again their value and authority; and 
it may interest you to know that the beautiful inscriptions 
always excite admiration from even the most casual visitors 
to the Maine Author Collection, as they examine the exhibit 
copies. These are truly exceptionally lovely books, and 
the pictorial and verbal art of your inscriptions enhances 
their charm. 
We hope that an inscribed copy of NORMAN ROCKWELL, 
ILLUSTRATOR, may join your earlier books in this collection. 
It is certain to be a distinctive and valuable book, and our 
good wishes go to you for its success. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
hmj Maine Author Collection 
H E R S  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  A R T I S T  •  A R T  D I R E C T O R S  A N N U A L  •  A R T  A N D  C R A F T  B O O K S  
^Watson-Quptill (-Publications, zJnc. 
3 30 West 42nd St. 
P U B L I S H E R S  B O O K S E L L E R S  
New York, New York (18) 
October 24, 1946 
Mrs. F.W. Jacob, In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
Maine State Library-
State House 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacob: 
Thank you for your letter of last month. It is of course grat­
ifying to learn that the copies of my early books are in tise 
and that the inscriptions are enjoyed. 
We are expecting to receive copies of NORMAN ROCKY/ELL, ILLUSTRATOR 
about November 15th and shall fill orders as promptly as possible. 
Rockwell himself is autographing 1000 copies, many of which are 
already spoken for. 
If your order could be placed with us direct, I could see that 
you received one of these copies. I shall of course be glad to 
add my own autograph and some little inscription. 
Incidentally, Rockwell went to Maine with me last summer for a 
week or so and this resulted in an incident that is included in 
the book. 
Yours most sincerely, 
Vice President 
Arthur L. Guntill 
AOC 
WATSON-GUPTILL PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
October 25, 1946 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 
330 West 42nd Street 
New York 18, New York 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
After your letter about NORMAN ROCKWELL, ILLUSTRATOR, 
we are more eager than ever to see the bookI 
Your very kind offer to take care of our order, and 
secure for this library a copy with your and Mr. Rockwell's 
autograph, is deeply appreciated; but the copy which we 
have already ordered is for lending, and we frankly do not 
want an autographed copy for this purpose. 
The copy about which we wrote you is for the Maine 
Author Collection. You may recall that this is an exhibit 
collection, not for lending, and is used by students and 
writers for research purposes. It is permanently preserved 
as a unit of Maine books. Another facet of the collection 
is the correspondence with our authors, as well as vertical 
file material containing literary reviews, biographical data 
photographs, and allied information. 
This collection is composed of inscribed presentation 
copies of books by Maine people. Articles have been written 
about the collection as a whole; about the books of some 
particular author; about phases of literature in many aspect 
as reflected by certain groups, such as poets, or novelists 
of a specific time; about the inscriptions. Journalists, 
college students, and other writers know that here they can 
find all the works of all Maine authors; that the books are 
never lost or out of the library, as may be the case with 
those copies in the lending section of the library. 
Since its inception, the collection has attracted a 
great deal of interest, not only by these serious workers, 
but also by casual visitors to the state interested in Maine 
literature. It has increased in value and fascination with 
each year, as more and more books have been added. 
Mr. Arthur L, Guptill 
October 25, 1946 
-2-
We have written this detail because it seemed to 
us that perhaps we did not make the matter entirely-
clear in our earlier letter. We have already ordered, 
as we always do order Maine non-fiction books, our copy 
for lending purposes. It is about the inscribed 
presentation copy for the Maine Author Collection that 
we wrote you. You have been so generously interested 
in this exhibit that we hope you will want to inscribe 
NORMAN ROCKWELL, ILLUSTRATOR for inclusion. 
Again, our very good wishes for the success of the 
book. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
P U B L I S H E R S  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  A R T I S T  •  A R T  D I R E C T O R S  A N N U A L  •  A R T  A N D  C R A F T  B O O K  
cWatson-Quptill IPublications, oJnc. 
3 30 West 42nd St. 
P U B L I S H E R S  
New York, New York (18) 
B O O K S E L L E R S  
October 31, 1946 
Mrs. F.W. Jacob, In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
Maine State Library-
State House 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacob: 
I am sorry that you had to write a second letter about NORMAH 
ROCKWELL, ILLUSTRATOR in order to penetrate ray solid ivory dome. 
I shall indeed be happy to see that the Maine State Library 
receives a presentation copy for the Maine Author Collection, 
properly inscribed. 
This Collection sounds most interesting. I should like to know 
sometime how many volumes are included. I have personally known 
at one time or another many Maine authors, or authors who 
summered there. I spent some time last year with Robert P. 
Tristram Coffin in connection with the preparation of this new 
Rockwell book, and when a youngster I knew Kate Douglas Wiggin 
and her sister, Nora Archibald Smith, very well. I remember that 
my fa/ther once entertained John Kendrick Bangs, and Judge Fabius M. 
Ray was a frequent visitor at our home, as was the Honorable 
Isaac W. Ety-er, who in his late years did a book on Carlyle. 
Charles Dunn, Jr. was a business associate of my father's at the 
time that he was editor of the Pine Tree Magazine. 
Yrmr-R mnst cordially 
blications Director 
ALG/AOC T7ATS0N- ffUPT ILL PUBLICATIONS, INC 
November 4, 1946 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
Director of Publications 
Watson-Guptill Publications# Inc. 
530 West 42nd Street 
New York 18, New York 
Dear Mr. Guptills 
One of the pleasantest perquisites of this work is 
the opportunity to answer questions about the Maine Author 
Collection. 
The collection includes about fifteen hundred volumes. 
An accurate count has not been made recently; and because 
it is a less formal unit than the lending 3«ction of the 
library, and is never outside the library, we do not 
accession the books in the usual way. 
Dr. Coffin, whom you mentioned, does very delightful 
inscriptions in his books. They have ranged from "Almost 
all the people and places in this book are taken from Maine. 
And so the author can say, when he says that he has found 
life jovial and beautiful, that most of the praise should 
go to Maine," which appears in An Attic Room; to the simple 
but skillful sketches of coast and spruce trees and gulls 
which appear in his later books. 
Kate Douglas Wiggin and her sister Nora Archibald Smith 
both inscribed their books for this collection, although we 
could claim them only as "adoptedw authors. There are many 
in this category, however, and they all seem eager to stress 
their devotion to the state and their interest in having 
their books in the collection. 
We do hope that you will see the collection some day. 
There is always more or less discussion of a State House 
extension; but we are glad to know that plans have actually 
been accepted, and now there seems reason to believe that 
the day will come when our library quarters are enlarged 
to adequacy. In the plans is included what we refer to 
as a "Maine Room." It is our intention to have the Maine 
Author Collection properly placed in this room, as well as 
other Maine-iana, such as manuscripts, maps, and so forth. 
And some of the most beautiful books in the collection will 
be yours. We are happy to know that the new one will be 
included* 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
P U B L I S H E R S  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  A R T I S T  •  A R T  D I R E C T O R S  A N N U A L  •  A R T  A N D  
'^Watson-Quptill <9\iblications, cJne. 
P U B L I S H E R S  W j T  B O O K S E L L E R S  
3  3 0  West 4 2 n d  St. New Y o r k ,  New York 
C R A F T  B O O K S  
November 21 ,  1946 
Mrs. F.V. Jacob 
Maine State Library-
State House 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacob: 
At last we are catching up with our shipping of the 
llorman Rockwell book. What a hectic week this has 
been.1 A thousand copies a day are reaching us frora 
the bindery and, as our shipping department is too 
small to handle such quantities, everybody pitches 
in, wrapping, stamping, etc. 
Rockwell spent yesterday with us, autographing, having 
.just returned from autographing parties and broadcasts 
in Chicagj, Detroit and Cleveland. Several of the 
largest Few York stores now have displays of the book, 
each built around original paintings. It's all great' 
fun.' 
Your copy should come along within a few days—a week 
at the most. 
Sincerely yours, 
Director of Publications 
Watson-Guptill Publications,Inc. 
Arthur L. Guptill 
EP 
November 25, 1946 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
Director of Publications 
Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 
330 West 42nd Street 
New York, New York 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
Your letter conveyed to us admirably some of the 
excitement of bringing out a book, so our anticipation 
was keyed to a ve;ry high point when the book itself 
arrived this morning. 
It seems to us that rarely does a book have, or can 
a book have, everything: but certainly NORMAN ROCKWELt, 
ILLUSTRATOR, has achieved this felicitous state. It has 
beauty of format, real reference worth, human interest, 
and a true biographical and historical value which will 
become increasingly apparent in time. 
We congratulate you upon an exceptionally fine piece 
of work, which will be fun to read and look at, and which 
will help us greatly in our library work. Only last week 
we had a specific request for material about Mr. Rockwell, 
and hoped the book would be available soon. 
We appreciate very much your kindness in asking 
Mr. Rockwell to inscribe the book, too, and we enclose a 
special note of thanks to him. Perhaps you would be 
willing to forward it to him. 
Your own sketch adds the final distinctive touch to 
the Maine Author Collection copy, and makes it a treasure 
of the exhibit. Please accept our warm thanks for your 
interest, and for the care you have taken to make this 
a notable copy of NORMAN ROCKWELL, ILLUSTRATOR. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
November 25, 1946 
Mr. Norman Rockwell 
c/o Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 
330 West 42nd Street 
New York, New York 
Dear Mr. Rockwell: 
The copy of NORMAN ROCKWELL, ILLUSTRATOR, which you so 
kindly inscribed, was intended, as you may have known, for 
the Maine Author Collection. 
We have written to Mr. Guptill, congratulating him on 
the signally successful completion of a task which must have 
included a great deal of fun as well as hard work. 
We should like also to express to you our appreciation 
of your friendliness in distinguishing this particular copy 
by adding your inscription to that of Mr. Guptill. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
December 15, 1949 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
Reinhold Publishing Corporation 
Dept. 113 -- 330 West,42nd Street 
New York 18, New York 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
Congratulations upon the publication of your 
new book, PENCIL DRAWING STEP-BY-STEP. We placed 
it on our order list at once, and expect to see it 
shortly. All your books have been so helpful, so 
beautiful and so popular that we anticipate a steady 
demand for this one. 
We hope that it, like its predecessors, may be 
inscribed and presented to the Maine Author Collection. 
Your inscriptions are among the most outstanding that 
the collection boasts, and are always a source of 
great admiration by those who call to see this exhibit. 
We welcome the opportunity to express again our 
appreciation of your interest in the collection. 
Good luck to the new book, and holiday greetings 
to you. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
WATSON-GUPTILL PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
3 4 5  H U D S O N  S T R E E T ,  N E W  Y O R K  1 4 ,  N .  Y .  
April 21, 1950 
Mrs. P. W. Jacob 
Maine State Library 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacob: 
I am sorry to be so late in replying to your letter of 
December 15th. This was addressed to me at the Reinhold 
Publishing Corporation and in some way was mislaid and so 
came only recently into my hands. 
I do not know whether or not you ordered my book, PENCIL 
DRAWING STEP-BY-STEP but if so and it lias been delivered 
to you, I sho\ild be very happy to inscribe it as you 
suggest if you will forward it to this address. I can 
then return it to you promptly. 
If you have not yet secured a copy, I will see if I can 
beg one from the Reinhold Publishing Corporation. 
Cordially yours, 
Director of Publications 
WATSON-GUPTILL PUBLICATIONS, 
Arthur L. Guptill/ld 
May 5, 1950 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 
345 Hudson Street 
New York 14, New York 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
How good to know that you have not forgotten 
us and the Maine Author Collection! 
Yes, we ordered a copy of PENCIL DRAWING STEP-
BY-STEP, and were delighted with it, of course. 
This was for the lending section of the library, 
and the book has been in use some weeks now. 
We wrote to you, not about the lending copy, 
but about the copy for the Maine Author Collection, 
toward which you have been generous in the past. 
These books, you will recall, are inscribed and 
kept together as an exhibit unit which is of 
recognized worth and interest, and which steadily 
increases in size and value as our excellent Maine 
people produce more volumes to add to the literary 
stature of our native state. 
It is the Maine Author Collection which hopes 
to benefit by the inclusion of PENCIL DRAWING STEP-
BY- STEP. 
We hope that it is proving successful and as 
popular elsewhere as it is here. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
WATSON-GUPTILL PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
3 4 5  H U D S O N  S T R E E T ,  N E W  Y O R K  1 4 .  N .  Y .  
May 16, 1950 
Mrs. F. ¥• Jacob 
Maine State Library 
State House 
Augusta* Maine 
Dear Mrs* Jacob: 
My publisher of PENCIL DRAWING STEP-BY-STEP, The Beinhold 
Publishing Corporation, has been kind enough to allow me 
an extra "author's copy" to present to the Maine Author 
Collection of the Maine State Library* 
If it has not already gone on (under separate cover)* it 
will be in the malls within a day or two* 
Following your suggestion* I did a bit of sketching on 
the flyleaf* In keeping with the content of the book* I 
used pencil* Perhaps this was a mistake* as the pencilling 
will rub or soil so easily* If you have a sheet of cellulose 
acetate - or something similar - to paste over it* it would 
afford some protection* 
We hope that the book reaches you in good condition* I 
wouldn't mind going along with itl 
Cordially, 
Director of Publications 
WATSON-aUPTILL PUBLICATIONS* inc* 
Arthur L* Guptill/Id 
c*e* Miss Israel* Beinhold 
Publishing Co* 
May 31, 1950 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
Director of Publications 
345 Hudson Street 
New York 14, New York 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
For several days your new book, PENCIL DRAWING 
STEP-BY-STEP, was exhibited in solitary splendor, 
and drew many admiring remarks. We were asked if 
the illustration was hour summer home, your birthplace, 
the home to which you will one day (we trust) return? 
We answered that we didn't know, but we joined in 
the feeling that it is a lovely picture, and a fine 
inscription. 
Cellulose covers the drawing. Thank you for 
the suggestion. 
It's too bad you couldn't have come along 
with the book. I'he postoffice has been remiss in 
making such arrangementsi We hope you will be able 
to make the trip later, however, and you will have a 
warm welcome if you get as far as Augusta. Meanwhile 
accept our thanks for the beautiful new addition to 
the Maine Author Collection. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
May 12, 1955 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill 
3? Brownley Drive 
Stamford, Connecticut 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
Notice that we may expect a new book, WATER 
COLOR PAINTING STEP-BY-STEP, reminds us that the 
Maine Author Collection, to which you have been 
so kind in previous years, does not yet have your 
OIL PAINTING STEP-BY-STEP. 
Your books are always our most helpful and 
popular -- increasingly so, with greater numbers 
of people taking up art as a hobby. Your volumes 
are clear and encouraging, and even the ungifted 
are lured into thinking "Maybe I could, too." 
We hope that the collection may have the 
water color painting book when it is published, 
and meanwhile, may we anticipate OIL PAINTING 
STEP-BY-STEP for the Maine exhibit? 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
hmj Maine Author Collection 
W A T S O N - G U P T I L L  P U B L I C A T I O N S ,  I N C .  
P U B L I S H E R S  
•»> •>» •?» •?»•)» o» •:» •>» •}» •»> 
24 WEST 40TH STREET 
B O O K S E L L E R S  
N E W  Y O R K  1 8 ,  N .  Y .  
May 26, 1955 
Mrs. F.W. Jacob 
Maine State Library 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacob: 
Because of illness, I have been away from the office 
a great deal for the past year or two. Things at all 
out of the normal have therefore been postponed or 
neglected. My watercolor book, scheduled for spring 
publication, has been re-scheduled for fall, and it 
may even go into winter. 
The oil painting book is still in stock in quantity -
doing very well, in fact - and I shall make note to 
send a copy the next time I visit the office. 
Authors, like others, are gratified by a word of recog­
nition (whether deserved or not), so I was pleased 
when a write-up appeared in the March issue of 
Current Biography. As this is published by the H.W. Wil­
son Company, and goes to most libraries, it is quite 
possible that the Maine State Library has it. Included 
in the same issue are such notables in the current lime­
light as Senator Case, Jere Cooper, Henry Field, George 
Gobel, Grace Kelly, Eva LeGallienne, Sir Ernest MacMillan, 
Ngo-Dinh-Diem, Walter Slezak and Marshall Tito, so for 
once your Maine boy Guptill is in proud company - or, 
at least, newsworthy company. I think they picked me 
at this time because the Amateur Artists Association 
of America, which I founded in 1951 - and which, as 
National President I actively serve - has gradually 
received more and moj 
President 
Arthur L. Guptill: gl 
June 6, 1955 
Mr. Arthur L. Guptill, President 
Watson-Guptill Publications, Inc. 
24 West 4oth Street 
New York 18, New York 
Dear Mr. Guptill: 
Yes indeed, we have Current Biography. And 
we did see the article about you. Of course it's 
our feeling that Grace Kelly and Marshall Tito are 
the ones who got into good company! We examine 
everything that comes Into the library with an 
especially alert eye for Maine people, and we were 
gratified to see that Current Biography had been 
smart enough to catch up with you. 
Thank you so much for the copy of OIL PAINTING 
STEP-BY-STfiP. We are delighted to see that it 
carries one of your lovely sketches in the 
inscription. All your volumes are beautifully 
distinguished in this respect. We treasure them, 
for the inscriptions as well as the content. This 
book Is going into the Maine Author Collection, but 
ive have, of course, the title in our lending section. 
We seem to notice a decided increase in the requests 
for such books, and it is a source of great satis­
faction to have your authoritative volumes to 
recommend. 
Good luck to the health and the watercolor 
book. Perhaps what they both need is a Maine 
vacation. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
